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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to Application No. 1 0/674,672 filed 09/30/2003. 
Claims 1-29 are pending and have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Novak 

(US Patent Application Publication 2002/0104099). 

Consider claim 1, Novak clearly teaches a system for supporting multiple users 
of a communication device (Fig. 1), comprising: 

a communication device communicatively coupled to a communication 
network; (Fig. 3: STB 308 is coupled to the Internet 302, [0045].) 

media content disposed in the communication network or the 
communication device (Media content can be stored in the STB, Fig. 1 
[0032], or on the network, Fig. 3 [0047].), the media content comprising 
broadcast media and personal media; (The content maybe broadcast, 
[0027, or user created, [0062].) 

a software platform residing on the communication device ([0077]), the 
software platform receiving authentication information (Fig. 11: Access to 
the synthetic channel can be password protected, [0084].) and 
facilitating a display of a user-defined selection from the media content by 
the communication device (Fig. 11: Block 114, [0085]) in a user-defined 
layout (Fig. 7: The user defines the layout of the display, [0063].), the 
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software platform being adapted to communicate the media content to the 
communication network. (Fig. 11: Media objects are uploaded to a 
server, [0078].) 

Consider claim 2, Novak clearly teaches the communication network comprises 
at least one of a third party media server, a media storage server, a broadband 
access headend, a cable infrastructure, a satellite network infrastructure, a digital 
subscriber line (DSL) infrastructure, an Internet infrastructure, an intranet 
infrastructure, a wired infrastructure, a closed communication infrastructure, a 
local area network, and a wireless infrastructure. ([0045]) 

Consider claim 3, Novak clearly teaches the communication network comprises 
an Internet. (Fig. 3: Internet 302, [0045]) 

Consider claim 4, Novak clearly teaches the communication device comprises at 
least one of a computer, a storage device, a media peripheral, set-top box 
circuitry, a television, a display, and a remote control. (Fig. 3 STB 308) 

Consider claim 5, Novak clearly teaches the media content comprises at least 
one of third party media content, .user-created media content, digital video, 
digital images, digital audio, documents, files, broadcast television programs, 
radio channels, news programming, sporting events programming, special 
programming, and on-demand movies. ([0039]) 

Consider claim 6, Novak clearly teaches the software platform performs on the 
media content at least one of accessing, sending, constructing a user-defined 
layout of the media content, displaying, text overlaying, voice overlaying, channel 
naming, managing authorship rights, managing media rights, managing billing 
services, and integrating the user-defined selection into a user- defined layout. 
([0077]-[0086]) 

Consider claim 7, Novak clearly teaches the user-defined layout comprises a 
channel view layout. (Fig. 8) 

Consider claim 8, Novak clearly teaches the software platform can process a 
plurality of user-defined selections from the media content. (The user selects 
media to view, [0085].) 

Consider claim 9, Novak clearly teaches each user-defined selection 
corresponds to a user-specific authentication information. (Only authorized 
users may access the media content, [0084].) 
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Consider claim 10, Novak clearly teaches the authentication information 
comprises at least one of a pin code, a voice key code, and a password. 
([0084]) 

Consider claim 11, Novak clearly teaches a second communication device 
communicatively coupled to the communication network, wherein the software 
platform communicates the user-defined selection in the user-defined layout to 
the second communication device. (Fig. 11: A user uploads media objects 
organized into a synthetic channel to a server the server transfers the 
synthetic channel to a second communication device, [0077]-[0086].) 

Consider claim 12, see claim 1 . 

Consider claim 13, Novak clearly teaches the at least one processor sends the 
user-defined selection to the communication device for display in a user-defined 
layout. (Content is uploaded to a server in a user-defined layout, [0078].) 

Consider claim 14, Novak clearly teaches the at least one processor determines 
whether to send the user-defined selection to a second communication device 
communicatively coupled to the communication network. (Subscribed end 
users receive the EPG 153, [0080].) 

Consider claim 15, see claim 4. 

Consider claim 16, Novak clearly teaches a system for supporting multiple users 
of a communication device, comprising: 

a first display communicatively coupled to a first communication device; 
a second display communicatively coupled to a second communication 
device; (Fig. 1: STB 152 is connected to TV 154, [0032]. Fig. 3: There 
are multiple STBs 308.) 

a communication network communicatively coupled to the first 
communication device and the second communication device; (Fig. 3: All 
STBs 308 are communicatively coupled to the Internet 302, [0045].) 

media content disposed in at least one of the communication network, the 
first communication device and the second communication device; (Media 
content can be stored in the STB, Fig. 1 [0032], or on the network, 
Fig. 3 [0047].) 

a software platform residing on the first communication device ([0077]), 
the software platform receiving information relating to a user-defined 
selection from media content (Fig. 11: Block 114, [0085]) and authorizing 
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the delivery of the user-defined selection (Fig. 11: Access to the 
synthetic channel can be password protected, [0084].) to at least one 
of the first display and the second display ([0086]), the user-defined 
selection being delivered in a user-defined layout. (Fig. 7: The user 
defines the layout of the display, [0063].) 

Consider claim 17, see claim 2. 
Consider claim 18, see claim 7. 
Consider claim 19, see claim 4. 
Consider claim 20, see claim 5. 
Consider claim 21, see claim 6. 
Consider claim 22, see claim 1 1 . 
Consider claim 23, see claim 13. 
Consider claim 24, see claim 7. 
Consider claim 25, see claim 8. 
Consider claim 26, see claim 9. 

Consider claim 27, Novak clearly teaches the limitations in common with claims 
1,12 and 1 6. Further it is inherent in Novak that a second password maybe 
entered to access a second media content. 

Consider claim 28, see claim 1 1 . 
Consider claim 29, see claim 13. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOHN R. SCHNURR whose telephone number is 
(571)270-1458. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:00am to 
5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Grant can be reached on (571) 272-7294. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



273-8300. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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